
BERKELEY BUDDHIST TEMPLE 
Board of Directors Meeting 

March 8, 2016 

Attendance: Takashi Nikaidoh, Ron Hiraga, Rev. Shibata,  Judy Fujimoto,  Kiyoshi Katsumoto, Emiko Katsumoto, Judy Kono, DII Lewis, Bradley 
Menda, Millie Nikaidoh, Emi Nakao, Gary Oda,.  
Proxies: Wayne Sugihara, David Ushijima , Lena Yin. 
President Takashi Nikaidoh called the meeting to order at 7:36PM with opening gassho led by Rev. Shibata. 
FEBRUARY MINUTES were accepted as amended.  MSC  J. Kono /J. Fujimoto 
MINISTER'S REPORT:  Rev. Shibata presented a written report for the period February 10, 2016-March 8, 2016 which included the following 
Services, Meetings & Other Activities: 
2/10 – Printed March Shotsuki Hoyo Letters with Denise Lapidus (BBT) 
2/13 – Hosted Jr. YBA Overnight Retreat at Temple Parsonage with the Help of Bradley Menda 
2/14 – Chanting Service/DFS/General Membership Meeting; Dharma School Teachers’ Meeting; Sangha Singers’ Practice (BBT) 
2/10 – Sangha Singers’ Practice (BBT); College Welcome Dinner (BBT) 
2/21 – Chanting Service/DFS/Nirvana Day Service (BBT); Lunch with Bishop Umezu, Rev. Kuwahara, Tara Umemoto & Guest, Professor Keiko Toro 
and Edythe Vassall; Conducted Mrs. Kiyo Kato’s 1st Year Memorial Service (BBT) 
2/22 – Conducted Funeral Service for Mrs. Mary Kurokawa (Chapel of the Chimes) 
2/24 – Completed (2) Home Visitations with Mimi Kagehiro; Gagaku Practice (BBT) 
2/25 – Bay District Ministers’ Association Meeting (JSC) 
2/26 – Conducted Private Funeral Service for Mr. Sam Uchiumi (Residence) 
2/27 – Conducted Funeral Service for Mr. Lewis Suzuki (BBT); Conducted 7th Year Memorial Service for Mr. Hank Kuwada (BBT) 
2/28 – Chanting Service/DFS/Dana Day Service; Lunch with Rev. Adams, Mr. Robert Adams and Tara Umemoto 
3/1 – Travel Day to Visalia, CA 
3/2-3/5 – Ministers’ Association Meetings/BCA National Council Meetings (Visalia, CA) 
3/6 – Chanting Service/DFS/March Shotsuki Hoyo; Bay District Jr. YBA Meeting (PABT) 
3/7 – Conducted 1st Year Memorial Service for Mrs. Mary Haraguchi (Residence) 
Upcoming Events & Activities  
3/13 – Chanting Service/DFS/Spring Ohigan – Guest Speaker: Rev. Alan Sakamoto 
3/19 – Bay District Jr. YBA Conference 
3/20 – Chanting Service/DFS/Pet Memorial 
3/24 – Bay District Ministers’ Association Meeting (Alameda) 
3/27 – Chanting Service/DFS 
4/3 – Chanting Service/DFS/April Shotsuki Hoyo 
4/10 – Chanting Service/ DFS/Hanamatsuri/Hatsumairi 
Rev. Shibata will have a friend visiting from Australia for 3 weeks.  

TREASURER'S REPORT:  Satoshi Steimetz issued a written income/expense report for 1/1/16 to 1/31/16.  General ledger report for February was 
submitted by Satoshi. 
CORRESPONDENCE:   Zoning adjustment meeting regarding 2121 Durant from the City of Berkeley, 7p, 3/10/15.  Donation from Jr. YBA for 
Valentine’s Day bake sale.  Thank you letter from JSEI for $500 donation at the Momiji level for the Flavors of Spring, April 22.  Buddhist Temple of 
Alameda advertising their bazaar on June 25-26.  Raffle tickets were also enclosed. 
J-SEI:  No report 
DHARMA SCHOOL:  Dharma school teachers will have a new theme “Peace and Compassion.  FDSTL meeting in Sacramento April 29- May 1. 
JR. YBA:  President Noel McGuire issued a written report for February 2016. 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
RELIGIOUS COMMITTEE:  Art Nishimura will provide an updated 2016 service calendar report.   Changes include the following:  Tea Time on 6/5, 



COMMUNITY OUTREACH: 
Completed Events 

● Saturday, February 20th College Welcome Dinner 
o Approximately 18 people in attendance 
o Event consisted of a Dharma talk, dinner, and trivia 
o Will hold another event at the start of the Fall semester 

Upcoming Events 
● Alameda County Food Bank 

o Saturday, March 19th from 1p-4p 
o To date 15 individuals have signed up for this event. 

● St. Vincent de Paul of Alameda County 
o Saturday, April 9th at 9a 
o To date 6 individuals have signed up for this event. Have room for 4 more individuals. Duties include working with kitchen staff 

to help sort and organize incoming food donations and prep food. 
● Toiletry Drive benefiting local community organization 

o Ongoing-donation containers placed in the temple foyer to collect travel size toiletries. 
● Satsuki Bazaar 

o Will staff information booth both days of the bazaar. 
o Would like to create temple informational brochure. 
o Would like to consider ordering promotional items to distribute during the bazaar. 

TAIKO: 
2016 Schedule 
Meeting weekly in March to prepare for first gig at Rev. Matsumoto’s luncheon. 
Possible Performances 

● Would like to hold a mini-recital in May, one Sunday after church. 
BBT Dharma School Workshops 

● Continuing to hold rotating weekly taiko workshops for Dharma School classes. 

OTHER REPORTS 
MARC UPDATE:  Gate installation in progress.  Roofer has not called back since checking on the roof leak.  Minister’s residence door needs to be 
painted.  Craig will be asked to follow up on these issues. 
SANGHA SINGERS:  Emiko reported that the singers are preparing songs to participate in the Choralfest on June 11 in Mountain View. SFBC has 
invited the Sangha Singers to service, coffee social, bento lunch and joint practice on June 5.  Authorize up to $250 to subsidize the Choralfest and 
joint practice.  MSC E. Katsumoto/J. Kono. 
WE CAN PEDIATRIC BRAIN TUMOR GROUP:  Organization would like to meet here once a month.  A temple member needs to sponsor.  Doreen 
Buchholtz will take this information back to the group. 
NEW COPIER:  Meeting will be held to discuss our needs with Lucy and Rev. Shibata and a representative from Shamrock. 
REVEREND MATSUMOTO LUNCHEON:  Buffett on April 2 at Mira Vista Country Club.  Budget for decorations ($200), speaking limits (5-7 minutes), 
entertainment schedule (Sangha singers, Dharma school, taiko performance) decided.  3 buffet tickets will be provided for the Cal Raijin 
participants.  Deadline for sign up is Sunday, March 13. 
NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING:  New budget passed.  Proposal to raise assessment to $114.23 which will enable the staff to have a 2% COLA (1st 
raise in 10 years).  Rev. Matsumoto gave a presentation on IBS.  They are undergoing an accreditation process.  Retired kaikyoshi ministers cannot 
vote even if they are a supervising minister.  5 speakers spoke at the Dharmathon that was held on the first day (including Matthew Hamasaki and 
Rev. Shibata.)  Social Justice, Ministerial Affairs, Endowment and Membership workshops were held on the first day.  Ratified Rev. Umezu as bishop 
for 4 more years.  A video taped dharma message from Sacramento on bullying was shown.  Installation of the National Council was held on 
Sunday.  IBS donated 3 books for our library. 
NEW BUSINESS 
BCA would like to use the Social Hall on April 5 and 6 for a retreat. 
$250 Donation to Tadaima approved via email by 12 members. 
$500 for purchase of BBT reusable bag to give away at the BBT Informational Booth at bazaar.  MSC B. Menda/R. Ware. 
Don and Joanie Hamasaki and Takashi and Millie Nikaidoh were thanked for the delicious snacks.  Next Month: Wayne Sugihara and Karen 
Sugiyama.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:25 PM with closing gassho led by Rev. Shibata. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Millie Nikaidoh, acting recording secretary 
* * * * * * * * * * * 

(Please contact a Board member is further clarification of these minutes is required.) 



2140 Durant Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94704 E-mail: cbe@bcahq.org Phone: 510.809.1460

Find program details and information at www.BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org

The Buddhist Churches of America Center for Buddhist Education and the BCA Bookstore, in commemoration of the
Jodo Shinshu Center 10th Anniversary Present

Buddhist Art and Book Fair
June 24, 25 & 26, 2016

Free & Open to the Public
Featuring:

Seeing the Wisdom of Compassion:
The Art & Science of the Heart Sutra

Paintings by Tsuneo Iwasaki

Gallery Hours:
Friday, June 24: 3 - 8:30 pm
Saturday, June 25: 10 am - 4 pm
Sunday, June 26: 10 am - 2 pm

Lecture by Dr. Paula Arai:
Saturday, June 25: 11 am

Join us for an encore exhibition of the breathtaking, devotional paintings by the late Tsuneo Iwasaki and Dr.
Paula Arai’s accompanying lecture. Read more about this exhibit and in the February 2015 and March 2016
issues of the Wheel of Dharma.

The Other Buddhism: Amida Comes West & Other Works
A Book Discussion with Caroline Brazier

Friday, June 24: 6:30 - 8 pm

Caroline Brazier is a founder of Tariki Trust, a Buddhist organization in the United
Kingdom concerned with applying Buddhism in the world; particularly in psychothera-
py, chaplaincy, the arts, and the environment. Her books and writings include The Other
Buddhism: Amida Comes West & Other Works (O-Books, 2007) and an essay in a new
anthology, The Wisdom of Not-Knowing: essays on psychotherapy, Buddhism, and life
experience (Triarchy Press, 2016).

Browse the BCA Bookstore.
Open during the events listed above.
Enjoy special discounts on a unique collection of titles specializing in Jodo Shinshu
Buddhism, altar items, children’s books, and gifts. Regular bookstore hours:
Wednesday - Saturday, 11 am - 7 pm.

2140 Durant Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94704

BCA Center for Buddhist Education email: cbe@bcahq.org or call: (510) 809-1460



Mountain View Buddhist Temple  Sangha Hall
June 11, 2016          Admission is FREE   

Mountain View Buddhist Temple   575 N. Shoreline Boulevard   Mountain View,  CA  94043
650-964-9426       www.mvbuddhisttemple.org

Participating Temples

& Berkeley Buddhist Temple

& Fresno Betsuin Buddhist Temple

& Palo Alto Buddhist Temple

& Buddhist Temple of Salinas

& San Francisco Buddhist Temple

& San Jose Buddhist Church Betsuin

& S. Alameda County Buddhist Church

& Mountain View Buddhist Temple

…Join us in a celebration of music as we come 
Together in Harmony & Gassho…



Sakura Kai Senior Center Coordinator 
Sakura Kai Japanese American Senior Services meets on the first and third Saturdays of every 
month at the El Cerrito Open House Senior Center in El Cerrito, CA.  The Center provides 
Japanese culture classes, lunch and socialization.  The Coordinator plans, develops and 
coordinates social and recreational activities.  S/he serves as a liaison with other agencies and 
ensures that programs are being carried out.  The Coordinator reports to the Sakura Kai Board 
of Directors. 

Essential duties and responsibilities 

• Plans and carries out programs and activities by scheduling instructors, providing an 
agenda of center activities for the seniors and announcing upcoming events. 

• Oversees the opening, set up and closing of the center. 
• Gives orientation to new members and greet visitors. 
• Plans, implements and accompanies groups on field trips and to special events. 
• Coordinates luncheons with volunteer food coordinator. 
• Prepares publicity for local senior newsletters and helps prepare annual Sakura Kai 

newsletter. 
• Is responsible for and reports expenditures from petty cash fund each month. 
• Acknowledges donations with thank you notes.  Arranges for bereavement 

representation for Sakura Kai. 
• Reports on activities to Sakura Kai Board at monthly meeting. 
• Prepares Local Independent Charities applications with assistance from the board. 
• Maintains Sakura Kai historical files. 

Skills, knowledge and abilities desired 

• Ability to effectively and clearly communicate with volunteers, seniors and other 
members of the public.  Ability to maintain effective working relationships with 
volunteers, seniors, and other members of the public. 

• Fluency in English and Japanese. 
• Familiar with Japanese and Japanese-American culture and customs. 
• Knowledge of and ability to work with senior populations. 
• Have basic computer skills. 

Compensation 

The Coordinator is a part time position who works the first and third Saturdays of every month.  
In addition, s/he is expected to accompany the group on field trips. 

$400 per month 

Job Opening 
Interested candidates should submit their resume to Kimi Honda or Marjorie Fujioka by April 30, 
2016.  Mail to Sakura Kai, P.O. Box 1856, El Cerrito, CA 94530 or email to 
ecsakurakai@gmail.com 
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February Nehan-e Nirvana Day 
March Ohigan Spring Equinox 
April Hanamatsuri Flower Festival 
May Gotan-e Birthday of Shinran 
July Kangi-e Obon 
September Ohigan Autumn Equinox 
November Hoonko Shinran Shonin Memo
December Jodo-e Bodhi Day 
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Dharma School 
Our Dharma School (Sunday School) has classes from 
preschool through high school. Our teachers are happy 
to discuss the a
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Monthly Discussions 
In our discussions, we strive to experience the Buddha-
Dharma with our entire selves – with our bodies (quiet 
sitting and other forms of meditation), voices (chantin

 

and other liturgy) and minds (study and discussion). 
 

Our sessions focus on ways in which Buddhist teaching 
and practice can impact our everyday lives.  Each session
will take up a different topic
attend any or all sessions. 
 

Visitor Information 
Please feel free to ask any of our greeters for 
information.  We are here to assist you with
level of participation you may be seeking.  
 

Whether you are here to satisfy a slight interest or to 
make a more personal connection, we wish y
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Membership Information 
Membership is open to all who view our Temple 
religious home and seek the Buddha-Dharma.   
 

To join, complete a membership form, have your name 
entered on the membership roll and 
through a pledge and participation. 
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Office Hours 

Monday – Friday 
:00am – 1:00pm

 

510-841-1356 
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